a company store and seized provisions for their starving
families.
Eighteen miners are threatened with the death pen-
alty,, fifty with long terms of imprisonment. Sixteen
miners' homes were burned down. Miners' families are
being evicted from their homes to this day.
In Pennsylvania,, West Virginia and Ohio,, forty thou-
sand miners are on strike., the majority of them Negroes.
Most of the six hundred miners arrested on July 6 were
Negroes. When they were arrested they were beaten up
and tortured.
The American section of the International Labour
Defence is giving world prominence to the Scottsboro
case. For the first time since the American Civil War,
the brutal- exploitation of the Negro masses by the ruling
class of the United States is receiving international pub-
licity and condemnation. The demand made by the
American section of the ILD that execution of sentence
be postponed for ninety days was supported with a storm
of protest all over the world, From the U.S.S.R.j Britain,
France,, Australia, Cuba,, Austria, Germany and many
other countries came thousands of resolutions demanding
the release of the eight Negro Scottsboro boys. American
consulates in Germany and Cuba were besieged by thou-
sands of demonstrating workers.
The eight Negro Scottsboro boys are lying in prison
with the electric chair before their eyes., and with the
daily reminders from the wardens that they will soon be
burned in it.
"The world-wide campaign must be intensified. No
meeting or demonstration should be held, no leaflet, IK>
ILD paper should be issued without containing an appeal